
Table B-33.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in land-grant institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 154,076 156,800 156,776 155,673 151,623 147,605 145,803 148,136

..............Total, science and engineering fields 139,842 141,790 140,978 138,998 134,891 130,907 129,660 131,138

...............................................Sciences, total 98,092 99,950 100,048 99,559 97,010 94,196 92,776 93,913

...............................Physical sciences, total 13,790 13,836 13,378 13,085 12,642 12,148 12,087 12,316
.................................................Astronomy 384 393 401 377 361 323 374 383

..................................................Chemistry 7,622 7,749 7,653 7,548 7,414 7,173 7,125 7,268
......................................................Physics 5,745 5,643 5,264 5,105 4,820 4,607 4,548 4,617

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 39 51 60 55 47 45 40 48

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 5,974 6,194 6,273 6,333 6,105 5,900 5,754 5,689
...............................Atmospheric sciences 703 749 727 720 691 694 595 554

.............................................Geosciences 2,976 2,956 2,972 2,937 2,857 2,858 2,705 2,697
...........................................Oceanography 1,338 1,374 1,451 1,327 1,255 1,174 1,256 1,264

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 957 1,115 1,123 1,349 1,302 1,174 1,198 1,174

................................Mathematical sciences 7,338 7,100 6,924 6,640 6,474 5,918 5,675 5,874

.....................................Computer sciences 7,167 7,283 7,031 7,084 7,106 7,173 7,402 8,278

...................................Agricultural sciences 9,730 9,792 10,013 10,189 9,836 9,607 9,498 9,619

.............................Biological sciences, total 21,029 21,743 22,370 22,145 21,609 21,114 21,025 20,969
....................................................Anatomy 308 311 341 295 310 270 280 278

..............................................Biochemistry 2,245 2,214 2,339 2,315 2,221 2,171 2,168 2,246
......................................................Biology 2,992 3,052 3,115 2,972 2,948 3,110 3,051 3,019

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 439 596 592 535 517 408 631 653
.................................................Biophysics 246 255 253 291 278 279 282 282

.......................................................Botany 2,197 2,245 2,252 2,119 2,045 1,969 1,872 1,814
................................................Cell biology 1,205 1,371 1,396 1,467 1,417 1,368 1,362 1,388

.....................................................Ecology 687 749 842 913 914 919 945 971
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,116 1,165 1,177 1,171 1,152 1,085 1,091 1,044

....................................................Genetics 647 648 627 626 640 661 609 639
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,176 2,170 2,180 2,162 2,110 2,030 1,985 1,976

.....................................................Nutrition 2,495 2,556 2,736 2,787 2,721 2,609 2,525 2,563
..................................................Pathology 586 573 588 514 518 503 515 512

...........................................Pharmacology 1,008 1,082 1,125 1,135 1,076 1,034 1,084 1,025
.................................................Physiology 857 859 803 774 719 687 665 615

.....................................................Zoology 1,348 1,330 1,326 1,315 1,257 1,163 1,164 1,064
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 477 567 678 754 766 848 796 880

..................................................Psychology 8,546 8,654 8,550 8,559 8,274 8,041 7,976 7,595

...................................Social sciences, total 24,518 25,348 25,509 25,524 24,964 24,295 23,359 23,573
..............................Agricultural economics 2,322 2,176 2,026 2,083 1,926 1,864 1,815 1,852

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 2,097 2,210 2,271 2,252 2,249 2,139 2,150 2,201
................Economics (except agricultural) 4,336 4,395 4,333 4,194 4,080 3,852 3,603 3,688

................................................Geography 1,600 1,615 1,631 1,597 1,612 1,656 1,574 1,510
.................................................Linguistics 917 916 954 963 962 906 878 859

.........................................Political science 6,876 7,091 6,913 6,989 6,777 6,582 6,054 6,235
...................................................Sociology 2,896 2,962 2,957 2,994 2,923 2,884 2,868 2,782

.............................Sociology/anthropology 311 356 390 366 377 392 385 355
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 3,163 3,627 4,034 4,086 4,058 4,020 4,032 4,091

..........................................Engineering, total 41,750 41,840 40,930 39,439 37,881 36,711 36,884 37,225
...............................Aerospace engineering 1,598 1,526 1,423 1,293 1,223 1,195 1,219 1,233
..............................Agricultural engineering 946 954 985 974 950 899 882 895
...............................Biomedical engineering 662 696 697 711 741 763 774 846

.................................Chemical engineering 3,087 3,210 3,170 3,134 3,089 2,929 2,847 2,855
..........................................Civil engineering 7,602 7,679 7,788 7,735 7,438 7,187 6,908 6,868

..................................Electrical engineering 11,186 10,897 10,402 9,829 9,445 9,618 9,912 10,206
....................................Engineering science 1,021 985 928 878 851 787 851 740

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 3,468 3,692 3,661 3,593 3,174 2,765 2,687 2,647
..............................Mechanical engineering 7,223 7,249 6,907 6,426 6,093 5,823 5,851 5,926

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 2,503 2,465 2,468 2,352 2,245 2,216 2,220 2,132
....................................Nuclear engineering 996 1,031 986 902 765 698 658 649

........................................Engineering, n.e.c 1,458 1,456 1,515 1,612 1,867 1,831 2,075 2,228

...........................................Total, health fields 14,234 15,010 15,798 16,675 16,732 16,698 16,143 16,998
.................................................Clinical fields 422 429 455 465 410 394 343 463

.............................................Dental sciences 252 247 260 273 284 264 303 260
..........................................................Nursing 5,381 5,749 6,432 6,574 6,387 6,358 5,430 5,579

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,101 1,119 1,145 1,110 1,132 1,067 1,001 1,122
........Preventive medicine/community health 2,625 2,821 2,834 2,949 2,941 2,520 2,840 3,037

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,974 2,029 2,071 2,157 2,155 2,291 2,233 2,475
.......................................Veterinary sciences 882 827 800 865 887 1,123 1,131 1,157

.........................................Other health fields 1,597 1,789 1,801 2,282 2,536 2,681 2,862 2,905

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


